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CLQQR DEBATE

Mar ch 12, 2002 LB 460, 1139

SPEAKER KRISTENSEN: T h a n k  you, Mr. Clerk. We're d ebating
a d v ancement of the bill. S e nator Beutler, r e c o g n i z e d  to close.

S E NA TO R BEUTLER: Mr. Speaker, I spoke at l e n g t h  this m o r n i n g  on
a b ill and I d o n ' t  t h i n k  it d id a lot of good, so I think maybe 
I'll just say n o t h i n g  at all on this one. T h a n k  you.

S P EA KE R KRISTENSEN: You ' v e  h e a r d  th e  closing. T he q uestion
b efo r e  the b o d y  is the adva n c e m e n t  of L B  460. All t h o s e  in 
favor v o t e  aye; all t h o s e  o p posed v o t e  nay. H a v e  y ou all voted 
who care to? Record.

CLERK: 34 ayes, 0 nays, Mr. President, o n  th e  a d v ancement of

SPEAKER KRISTENSEN: LB 460 advances. Ih is close to four
o'clock. At this p o i n t  in time, we w ill s w i t c h  to our committee 
p ri o r i t y  bi ll deb a t e  for the day. P u r s u a n t  to the a nnouncement 
that we h a d  e a rlier this afternoon, w e ' r e  n o w  g o i n g  to proceed 
to LB 1139 to be f o l l o w e d  b y  L B  1003. Mr. Clerk, L B  1139.

CLERK: Mr. President, L B  1139, i n t r o d u c e d  b y  S e n a t o r  Landis.
(Read title.) The b i l l  was in t r o d u c e d  on J a n u a r y  16, referred 
to the Banking, Commerce, and Insurance Committee. The b ill was 
a dvanced to G e n e r a l  File. I do h a v e  c o m m i t t e e  amendments. 
(AM2460, Le gi s l a t i v e  J o urnal page 430.)

S P EA KE R KRISTENSEN: S e n ator Landis, you ' r e  r e c o g n i z e d  to open.

SENATOR LANDIS: T h a n k  you. Speaker K r i stensen, m e m b e r s  of the
Legislature, this is one of the two c o m m i t t e e  p r i o r i t y  bills 
from the Banking, Commerce, and Insurance Committee. It 
act u a l l y  contains tw o  m easures in it; one, th e  original bill, 
and t hen one, a c o m m i t t e e  amendment. I'll e x p l a i n  both. The 
u n d e r l y i n g  bill, L B  1139, has to d o  w i t h  a MEWA. A M EWA is a 
Mul t i p l e  Em p l o y e r  W e l f a r e  Arrangement. Now, a M E W A  is basically 
an industry  b u y i n g  cartel for the p u r p o s e  of b u y i n g  health 
insurance for the e m p . . . f o r  the employees of m u l t i p l e  employers 
in the same industry. D o u g  C u n n i n g h a m  is here, right in front 
of us, for example, if there w e r e  grocers a r o u n d  the state, they 
h ad  an association, they, maybe, d i d n ' t  w a n t  to do an individual
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